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at the Hague, where all the great affairs will be concerted;
so we shall lose the Tatters in a fortnight. I will send
Harrison to-morrow morning to thank the secretary. Poor
Biddy Floyd8 has got the small-pox. I called this morning
to see lady Betty Germain; and when she told me so, I
fairly took my leave. I have the luck of it;*> for about ten
days ago I was to see lord Carteret; and my lady was
entertaining me with telling of a young lady, a cousin, who
was then ill in the house of the small-pox, and is since
dead: it was near lady Betty's, and I fancy Biddy took the
fright by it. I dined with Mr. secretary, and a physician
came in just from Guiscard, who tells us he is dying of
his wounds, and can hardly live till to-morrow. A poor
wench that Guiscard kept, sent him a bottle of sack; but
the keeper would not let him touch it, for fear it was
poison. He had two quarts of old clotted blood come out
of his side to-day, and is delirious. I am sorry he is dying;
for they had found out a way to hang him. He certainly
had an intention to murder the queen.10
16. I have made but little progress in this letter for so
many days, thanks to Guiscard and Mr. Harley; and it
would be endless to tell you all the particulars of that
odious fact, 1 do not yet hear that Guiscard is dead, but
they say 'tis impossible he should recover. I walkt too
much yesterday for a man with a broken shin; to-day I
rested, and went no further than Mrs* Vanhomrigh's,
where I dined; and lady Betty Butler coming in about
six, I was forced in good manners to sit with her till nine;
8  Lady Betty Germain's friend and companion, and a noted beauty to
whom Swift addressed verses in 1709 (Poems, p. 117). Writing to Robert
Hunter, 12 Jan. 1708-9, Swift refers to the feet that the Thames was
frozen over, and adds: *Mrs. Floyd looked out with both her eyes, and
we had one day's thaw: but she drew in her head, and it now freezes as
hard as ever' (Corrtsp. i. 134).
9  Swift never had the small-pox.
10  In The Examiner^ No. 33, Swift plainly states that Gniscard had
designs upon the Queen's life; and the charge is repeated in Mrs. Manley's
True Narrative. See also Burnet, Own Time, vi 40.
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